OFFICE NAME

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

LATOYA CANTRELL GREG NICHOLS
MAYOR DEPUTY CHIEF RESILIENCE OFFICER

May 27, 2025

Via Electronic Mail -

Aisha Collier

Assistant Clerk of Council
Room 1E09, City Hall
1300 Perdido St

New Orleans, LA70112

Re: Community Solar Docket - UD-18-03

Dear Ms. Collier,

The Office of Resilience & Sustainability submits these comments in relation to Community Solar
program implementation. Both Greg Nichols (grnichols@nola.gov) and Sophia Winston
(Sophia.winston@nola.gov) are available to answer any questions or concerns related to these

comments.

Thankyou,

s 20

Greg Nichols

Deputy Chief Resilience Officer
City of New Orleans

Office of Resilience & Sustainability
1300 Perdido St, St 7E05

New Orleans, LA70112

1300 PERDIDO STREET SUITE 7E05
ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112
PHONE 504-658-8600
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OFFICE NAME

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

LATOYA CANTRELL GREG NICHOLS
MAYOR DEPUTY CHIEF RESILIENCE OFFICER

To Community Solar Docket Service List Members,

The Office of Resilience & Sustainability (ORS) commends the Council, Council Staff,
CURO, and advisors on their continual effort to make the Community Solar program a feasible
solution for expanding access to clean energy. As the principal office shaping climate policy,
programs like this play an integral role in advancing our climate action goals. ORS is also overseeing
development of the Agriculture Street Solar Farm (Ag St).

Currently, ORS is working with a team of contractors who have overseen the remediation of
the Ag St site and are looking ahead towards development of a community solar farm. In that
capacity, ORS echoes the comments made by other intervenors that have outlined updates that
support a transparent and equitable development process proposed in the April 2, 2025 comments
submitted by Together New Orleans.

Community Solar projects are usually scoped utilizing scientific methodology to determine
the most appropriate size, location, and subscriber structure of each project to ensure that projects
are both financially and physically feasible. Requiring that projects scale down in order to remain
on the application queue may force many projects out of financial viability if forced to build at a
smaller scale. For the Ag St project, the site has been scoped for technical feasibility by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), and will
be scoped once more when a developer is hired. The technical expertise needed to right size
community solar projects should not be undermined to maintain a spot on the queue.

Similarly, large scale solar development projects require complicated financing structures.
Requiring up-front payments that may be forfeited due to long waiting times for interconnection
upgrades could force projects to lose millions of dollars — not only hurting their bottom line, but
preventing hundreds, if not thousands, of residents from subscribing to clean energy options.

Finally, it is imperative that Entergy New Orleans collaborate with the City Council and
stakeholders and provide a concrete plan for how consolidated billing will be managed.
Understanding this process will be helpful for all community solar developers in New Orleans and
will allow our office to assist with communicating to the public what a subscription to a community

solar project entails.

Thank you for considering these comments and for the progress made to date to make
community solar a viable option for residents of New Orleans.

Sincerely,

Greg Nichols, Deputy Chief Resilience Officer
City of New Orleans Office of Resilience & Sustainability

1300 PERDIDO STREET SUITE 7E05
ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112
PHONE 504-658-8600
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LATOYA CANTRELL GREG NICHOLS
MAYOR DEPUTY CHIEF RESILIENCE OFFICER

Before
City Council of the City of New Orleans

Re: Supplemental Community Solar CSG-4, UD-18-03

Certificate of Service

| do hereby certify that | have, this May 23, 2025, served the foregoing correspondence
upon all other known parties of this proceeding by electronic mail.
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City of Ne eans Office of Resilience & Sustainability

1300 PERDIDO STREET SUITE 7EQ5
ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112
PHONE 504-658-8600
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