
April 26, 2021

Via Electronic Mail 

Ms. Lora W. Johnson, CMC, LMMC 
Clerk of Council 
Council of the City of New Orleans 
Room 1E09, City Hall 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
lwjohnson@nola.gov 

In Re: RESOLUTION AND ORDER ESTABLISHING ADOCKET AND 
OPENING A RULEMAKING PROCEEDING TO ESTABLISH 

RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARDS 
DOCKET NO. UD-19-01 

Dear Ms. Johnson: 

Please find enclosed Energy Future New Orleans's (EFNO) Comments in the above-mentioned 
docket. Please file the attached communication and this letter in the record of the proceeding. As 
a result of the remote operations of the Council’s office related to COVID-19, EFNO submits 
this letter electronically and will submit the requisite original and number of hard copies once 
the Council resumes normal operations, or as you direct. EFNO requests that you file this 
submission in accordance with Council regulations as modified for the present circumstances. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you for your time and attention, 

Sincerely, 

_______________________________________ 

Logan Atkinson Burke 
Executive Director 
Alliance for Affordable Energy 
Energy Future New Orleans 
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Comments of the Energy Future New Orleans Coalition  

 
Parties working together as the Energy Future New Orleans Coalition (“EFNO”) 

offer these comments pursuant to Council Resolution R-21-209.1  EFNO supports the 
Redline of Council Renewable and Clean Portfolio Standard (“RCPS”) Against Advisors’ 
Final Draft Proposed Regulations, appended to the resolution, and respectfully provides 
the following recommendations. 
 

New Orleans is in need of energy that costs less and does more for families, 
workers, our health, environment and climate. To meet this need, members of EFNO 
and supporting organizations requested in the Summer of 2018 that the City Council 
consider establishing a renewable portfolio standard for electricity supplied to New 
Orleans. We commend the City Council for granting our request by unanimously 
passing Resolution No. 19-109, the Rulemaking Proceeding to Establish Renewable 
Portfolio Standards. With Resolution R-20-104, the Council directed parties in the 
proceeding to work together to finalize a rule that would achieve net zero emissions by 
2040, and remove all carbon-emitting resources by 2050.2 EFNO has previously noted, 
both through procedural comments3,4 and direct letters5 to the Council, that some 
mechanisms in the Proposed Renewable and Clean Portfolio Standard (“Proposed 
Standard”) submitted into the record on August 28, 2020 by the Advisors allowed offsets 

 
1 March 25, 2021. Resolution and Order Establishing a Thirty Day Comment Period On the Proposed 
Renewable and Clean Portfolio Standard Regulations. 
2 April 16, 2020. Resolution and Order Providing The Council’s Guidance Regarding the Development of 
Renewable Portfolio Standards and Establishing a New Procedural Schedule.  
3 September 28, 2020, Energy Future New Orleans Coalition Comments on Advisor’s Proposed RCPS  
and Redline Revisions.  
4 October 13, 2020, Energy Future New Orleans Coalition Reply Comments 
5 August 27, 2020,  Energy Future New Orleans Coalition communication to New Orleans City Council.  



and mechanisms that do not meet the Council’s goal to remove all fossil fuels or  
climate pollution from Entergy New Orleans, LLC’s (“ENO”) portfolio. The Redline of the 
Council RCPS  wisely removes the untenable offsets including carbon capture 
sequestration and utilization (CCUS), and the use of beneficial electrification (BE) as a 
decrement to compliance load and receiving not only credit but the top multiplier tier of 
credit. Importantly, the redline version  finally puts local renewable energy resources 
and energy efficiency as the most encouraged resources in the Council RCPS.  

 
EFNO’s position on beneficial electrification is not that it should not be generally 

encouraged. However, it has no place in a renewable portfolio standard as an offset for 
polluting generation because this would enable the continued use of fossil fuels, which 
is counter to the guidance in Resolution R-20-104. Indeed, it is for this very reason that 
no state has established a renewable portfolio standard to allow beneficial 
electrification. The reality is that with or without a renewable portfolio standard, Entergy 
is already incentivized to do this kind of electrification at our port, public transit, personal 
vehicles, and the Sewerage and Water Board because doing so would increase its 
revenues through higher electricity sales.  
  
 One of the four focus areas in the Council’s directions to the parties in developing 
this final rule was to ensure that the costs of transitioning New Orleans to a 
decarbonized energy mix are not burdensome. The process for the Integrated Resource 
Planning (“IRP”) is the best way to meet this directive.  The very purpose of an IRP is to 
find the least-cost and least-risk portfolio of resources to meet New Orleans’ energy 
needs. Thus, we urge the Council to require that all resources to be considered in the 
IRP, which is currently underway, are optimized according to economics. The Council’s 
resolution initiating the current IRP, R-20-257, came very close to requiring exactly this:  
  

 “...The Council is of the opinion that true least cost portfolio IRP analysis would 
be free of [these] constraints. Thus, the Council clarifies that while the Council 
would expect the reference planning strategy to include the current anticipated 
retirement dates of existing resources, the lowest cost option planning strategy 
should assume resources could be retired in the IRP optimization process when it 
becomes economic to retire them relative to the cost of new resources;”6 

 
EFNO recommends that in the forthcoming resolution on the Redline Council RCPS, the 
Council provide direction to Entergy that all resources considered in the 2021 IRP be 
optimized based on economics to ensure the least-cost and least-risk portfolio for New 
Orleans’ energy needs.  

 
6 August 20, 2020. 2021 Triennial Integrated Resource Plan of Entergy New Orleans. Initiating Resolution 
p. 20.  



 
The outstanding resource in the Redline Council RCPS that remains a concern is 
nuclear energy, which is not a renewable energy source. The Redline Council RCPS 
provides for the continued use of the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station and other nuclear 
plants and extension of the operating life of these assets in a way that is both risky and 
unaffordable. The license of all of these plants is expected to terminate before 2050, 
and some of them even ahead of 2040. Without planning for a future that retires these 
plants according to their current licenses, ENO imprudently imposes a significant risk 
that New Orleanians will pay far more than necessary. Indeed, there is strong evidence 
that New Orleans already pays too much for this resource, certainly more than is 
economic. This is a very real risk now and in the future, especially where these plants 
are unreliable, and require additional grid-purchases from fossil-generated power to 
replace nuclear power that is frequently offline. Already the Council is, itself, in litigation 
at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission over what it claims are the excessive 
and potentially imprudent costs of Grand Gulf. For this reason, we strongly recommend 
the Council remove nuclear energy as a resource in the renewable portfolio standard. 
 
To reduce reliance on fossil fuel resources in the current ENO portfolio, it’s critical that 
the Council does not limit its attention to the distribution system, but meaningfully 
engages in  grid infrastructure planning so that New Orleans enjoys the benefits of a 
more competitive wholesale electricity market and a more comprehensive  transmission 
system throughout the MISO South region. Transmission planning is an important 
element with regards to fulfilling the Council’s renewable and clean energy goals that 
compliments local generation, and boosts reliability in the face of an aging fleet of gas 
and coal fuel resources and assets that experience frequent outages.  By engaging in 
transmission planning that leads to better access to a competitive wholesale market, it 
will also ensure that ratepayers will not be confronted with efforts by Entergy to invest in 
new polluting resources.  
 
Lastly, we want the final renewable portfolio standard adopted by the Council to support 
equitable climate solutions and be informed by science. For this reason, we disagree 
with limiting the focus of the Redline Council RCPS to carbon dioxide alone, when 
science teaches that carbon dioxide is one of several greenhouse gases contributing to 
the climate crisis. This narrow focus would undermine the climate policy adopted by the 
City of New Orleans prior to the Council opening this docket. The policy focuses on 
ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in New Orleans that also ensure equity for 
residents (see City of New Orleans Climate Action Strategy and Taking Steps Together 
on Equity and Climate Change: A Report by and for New Orleans Residents). 
Historically, renewable portfolio standards have targeted a percentage of renewable 
resources, not specific emission reductions. While there is a correlation between the 



two, they are not substitutes for each other. If, indeed, the Council seeks targeted 
reductions of climate pollution, we urge the Council to think more broadly about all 
greenhouse gas pollutants and their effects. 
 
In conclusion, the Redline Council RCPS removes many of the problematic offsets that 
would have enabled the continued use of polluting energy serving New Orleans in 
perpetuity, which would undermine the Council’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. We support the adoption of the Redline Council RCPS, with the 
understanding that this is a commendable first step in the Council’s regulation of 
Entergy New Orleans in a more resilient, affordable and cleaner-powered direction. 
However, the inclusion of nuclear energy greatly reduces the positive impact of the 
Redline Council RCPS and minimizes a transformation in New Orleans toward energy 
that is renewable, equitable, affordable and livable. Members of EFNO will remain 
engaged in transmission planning as well as the Integrated Resource Planning process 
to ensure that the resources and portfolios are optimized to reduce bill impacts, 
including the retirements of costly and hazardous nuclear generation. Furthermore, 
EFNO will intervene across other City and Council efforts to tackle the climate crisis 
affecting New Orleans and the inequities of high energy cost burdens and power plant 
pollution.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andy Kowalczyk, 350 New Orleans 
Logan A. Burke, Alliance for Affordable Energy 
Peter Digre, Climate Reality New Orleans 
Monique Harden, Deep South Center for Environmental Justice 
Brent Newman, Audubon Delta, National Audubon Society 
Grace Morris, Sierra Club 



In Re: RESOLUTION AND ORDER ESTABLISHING A DOCKET AND OPENING A 
RULEMAKING PROCEEDING TO ESTABLISH RENEW ABLE PORTFOLIO 

STANDARDS. DOCKET UD-19-01 
 
I hereby certify that I have on this 26th day of April 2021, served the required number of copies 
of the foregoing correspondence upon all other known parties of this proceeding, by USPS or 
electronic mail.  
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________ 

Logan Atkinson Burke  

Executive Director  

Alliance for Affordable Energy  

Energy Future New Orleans 

 
 
 
November 5, 2019 
 

RULEMAKING PROCEEDING TO ESTABLISH RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO 
STANDARDS 

 
DOCKET UD-19-01 

 
Lora W. Johnson, lwjohnson@nola.gov 
Clerk of Council 
City Hall - Room 1E09 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA  70112 
 (504) 658-1085 - office 
(504) 658-1140 - fax 
Service of Discovery not required 

 
Erin Spears, espears@nola.gov 
Chief of Staff, Council Utilities Regulatory Office  
Bobbie Mason, bfmason1@nola.gov 
Christopher Roberts, cwroberts@nola.gov  
City Hall - Room 6E07 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA  70112 



(504) 658-1110 - office 
(504) 658-1117 – fax 
 
Andrew Tuozzolo, CM Moreno Chief of Staff, avtuozzolo@nola.gov 
1300 Perdido St. Rm. 2W40 
New Orleans, LA. 70112 
 
David Gavlinski, 504-658-1101, dsgavlinski@nola.gov 
Council Chief of Staff 
City Hall - Room 1E06 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA  70112 
 
Sunni LeBeouf, Sunni.LeBeouf@nola.gov 
Law Department 
City Hall - 5th Floor 
New Orleans, LA  70112 
(504) 658-9800 - office 
(504) 658-9869 - fax 
Service of Discovery not required 

 
Norman White, Norman.White@nola.gov 
Department of Finance  
City Hall - Room 3E06 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA  70112 
(504) 658-1502- office 
(504) 658-1705 – fax 
 
Jonathan M. Rhodes, Jonathan.Rhodes@nola.gov 
Director of Utilities, Mayor’s Office 
City Hall – Room 2E04 
1300 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
(504) 658-4928 - Office 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING OFFICER 
 
Hon. Jeffrey S. Gulin, judgegulin@gmail.com 
3203 Bridle Ridge Lane 
Lutherville, MD 2109 
(410) 627-5357 

 



NEW ORLEANS CITY COUNCIL CONSULTANTS 
 
Clinton A. Vince, clinton.vince@dentons.com 
Presley Reed, presley.reedjr@dentons.com 
Emma F. Hand, emma.hand@dentons.com 
Herminia Gomez, herminia.gomez@dentons.com 
Dee McGill, dee.mcgill@dentons.com 
1900 K Street NW  
Washington, DC  20006 
(202) 408-6400 - office 
(202) 408-6399 – fax 
  
Basile J. Uddo (504) 583-8604 cell, buddo@earthlink.net 
J. A. “Jay Beatmann, Jr. (504) 256-6142 cell, (504) 524-5446 office direct, 
jay.beatmann@dentons.com 
c/o DENTONS US  LLP 
650 Poydras Street 
Suite 2850 
New Orleans, LA  70130     
 
 
 
Joseph W. Rogers, jrogers@legendcgl.com 
Victor M. Prep, vprep@legendcgl.com 
Byron S. Watson, bwatson@legendcgl.com 
Cortney Crouch, ccrouch@legendcgl.com 
Legend Consulting Group 
6041 South Syracuse Way, Suite 105 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111 
(303) 843-0351 - office 
(303) 843-0529 – fax 
  
Errol Smith, (504) 284-8733, ersmith@btcpas.com 
Bruno and Tervalon 
4298 Elysian Fields Avenue 
New Orleans, LA  70122 
 (504) 284-8296 – fax 
 
ENTERGY NEW ORLEANS, LLC 
 
Brian L. Guillot, 504-670-3680, bguill1@entergy.com 
Entergy New Orleans, LLC 
Vice-President, Regulatory Affairs 



Polly S. Rosemond, 504-670-3567, prosemo@entergy.com 
Derek Mills, 504-670-3527, dmills3@entergy.com 
Keith Wood, kwood@entergy.com 
Seth Cureington, 504-670-3602, scurein@entergy.com 
Kevin T. Boleware, 504-670-3673, kbolewa@entergy.com 
1600 Perdido Street, L-MAG 505B 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
504-670-3615 fax  
 
Tim Cragin (504) 576-6571, tcragin@entergy.com 
Alyssa Maurice-Anderson (504) 576-6523, amauric@entergy.com 
Harry Barton (504) 576-2984, hbarton@entergy.com 
Entergy Services, LLC 
Mail Unit L-ENT-26E 
639 Loyola Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70113 
(504) 576-5579 - fax    

    
 
 
            

Joe Romano, III (504) 576-4764, jroman1@entergy.com  
Suzanne Fontan (504) 576-7497, sfontan@entergy.com 
Therese Perrault (504) 576-6950, tperrau@entergy.com  
Entergy Services, LLC 
Mail Unit L-ENT-4C 
639 Loyola Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70113 
(504)576-6029 – fax 
 
ALLIANCE FOR AFFORDABLE ENERGY 
 
Logan Atkinson Burke, logan@all4energy.org 
Sophie Zaken, regulatory@all4energy.org 
4505 S. Claiborne Ave. 
New Orleans, LA. 70125 
 

350 NEW ORLEANS 
 
Renate Heurich, 504-473-2740, renate@350neworleans.org 
1407 Napoleon Ave,#C 
New Orleans, LA, 70115 
 



Andy Kowalczyk, a.kowalczyk350no@gmail.com 
1115 Congress St. 
New Orleans, LA 70117 
 
Benjamin Quimby, 978-505-7649, ben@350neworleans.org 
1621 S. Rampart St.  
New Orleans, LA 70113 
 

Marion Freistadt, 504-352-2142, marionfreistadt@yahoo.com 
1539 Adams St.  
New Orleans, LA 70118 
 
CENTER FOR CLIMATE AND ENERGY SOLUTIONS 
 
Marty Niland, Press@c2es.org  
Bob Perciasepe, 703-516-4146 
3100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 800 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
 
 GULF STATES RENEWABLE ENERGY INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 
 
Stephen Wright, 318-663-3810, swright@gsreia.org 
522 Marilyn Dr. 
Mandeville, LA 70448 
 
Jeff Cantin, 877-785-2664, jcantin@gsreia.org 
2803 St. Philip St. 
New Orleans, LA 70119 
 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
 
Karen J. Profita, 225-768-0820, kprofita@audubon.org 
Gary Moody, gmoody@audubon.org  
5615 Corporate Blvd., Suite 600B 
Baton Rouge, La. 70808 
 
SOUTHERN RENEWABLE ENERGY ASSOCIATION 
 
Simon Mahan, 337-303-3723, simon@southernwind.org  
5120 Chessie Circle 
Haltom City, Texas 76137 
 
AIR PRODUCTS AND CHEMICALS, INC. 
 



Katherine W. King, Katherine.king@keanmiller.ocm 
Randy Young, randy.young@kean miller.com 
400 Convention St. Suite 700 
Baton Rouge, LA. 70802 
Or 
P.O. Box 3513 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3513 
 
Carrie R. Tournillon, carrie.tournillon@keanmiller.com 
900 Poydras St., Suite 3600 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Maurice Brubaker, mbrubaker@consultbai.com 
16690 Swigly Ridge Rd., Suite 140  
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Or 
P.O. Box 412000 
Chesterfield, MO. 63141-2000 
 
 
 
NEW ORLEANS CHAMBER 
 
G. Ben Johnson, (504) 799-4260, bjohnson@neworleanschamber.org 
1515 Poydras Street, Suite 1010 
New Orleans, La. 70112 
 
 
SIERRA CLUB 
 
Grace Morris, 973-997-7121 Grace.Morris@sierraclub.org 
4422 Bienville Ave 
New Orleans, LA 70119 

 
Dave Stets, 804-222-4420, Davidmstets@gmail.com  
2101 Selma St. 
New Orleans, LA 70122 
Joshua Smith, joshua.smith@sierraclub.org 
Lauren Hogrewe, lauren.hogrewe@sierraclub.org 
2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300 
Oakland, California 94612-3011 
(415) 977-5660 
 
POSIGEN SOLAR 
 



Elizabeth Galante, 504-293-4819, bgalante@posigen.com   
Ben Norwood, 504-293-4819, bnorwood@posigen.com  
819 Central Avenue, Suite 201 
Jefferson, La. 70121 
 
VOTE SOLAR 
 
Thadeus B. Culley, 504-616-0181, thad@votesolar.org  
1911 Ephesus Church Road 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27517 
 
DEEP SOUTH 
 
Monique Harden, 504-510-2943, moniqueh@dscej.org 
3157 Gentilly Boulevard, #145 
New Orleans, La. 70122 


